
RHODA ROBERTS
A Widjabul /Wieybal woman from the Bundjalung 
territories, Rhoda Roberts AO is a hugely respected 
name in Australian arts. Among her many achieve-
ments are iconic stage performances, the curation 

of a variety of festivals, being responsible for introducing the 
now-customary ‘Welcome to Country’ at the start of public gath-
erings, and for working as the Head of Indigenous Programming 
at the Sydney Opera House from 2012 until March 2021.

BARRIE CASSIDY
Barrie Cassidy had a long career with the ABC as 
political correspondent in Canberra, a foreign  
correspondent based in Washington and  
Brussels, and for 18 years host of the Sunday 

morning political discussion program Insiders. He is currently an 
adjunct professor in media studies at RMIT in Melbourne. He 
was for four years senior press secretary and political adviser to 
prime minister Bob Hawke. 

JESS HILL
Jess Hill is a Walkley-award winning investigative 
journalist and author who’s been reporting exclu-
sively on domestic abuse since 2014. Prior to this, 
she was a Middle East correspondent, and produc-

er/reporter across ABC radio and TV. In 2019, she published See 
What You Made Me Do, about the phenomenon of domestic 
abuse in Australia. It was awarded the 2020 Stella Prize, the 
Bookseller's Choice Award, and has been shortlisted for several 
others, including the Prime Minister's Literary Awards.

MICHAEL ROBOTHAM
Michael’s first book, The Suspect, sold more than 
one million copies around the world and began 
his career as of the most celebrated contemporary 
crime authors. He is the only Australian to win the 

UK's prestigious Gold Dagger Award twice – for Good Girl, 
Bad Girl and Life or Death. In 2020, The Secrets She Keeps was 
adapted for television, and his forthcoming standalone novel, 
When You Are Mine, is published in July. 

FAVEL PARRETT
In 2011, Favel Parrett's career was launched with her 
critically acclaimed debut Past the Shallows.  Her 
next novel, When the Night Comes, was also widely 
acclaimed and further consolidated Favel's reputa-

tion with booksellers and readers. There Was Still Love is Favel's 
eagerly awaited third novel, and was shortlisted for the Stella 
Prize and won Book of the Year at the 2020 Indie Book Awards. 
She lives in Victoria and is passionate about surfing and dingoes.

PAUL MCDERMOTT
Paul McDermott is a writer/performer. He has written for 
the stage, television and for film. Paul was also a columnist 
for a number of newspapers, and has published a small 
number of books. He was instrumental in writing and 

creating TV shows such as The Big Gig, DAAS Kapital, Good News 
Week, The Side/Show, SBS’s Room 10 and the ABC’s Think Tank. Paul 
has recently written and illustrated a book entitled Ghostbear. 

CLAIRE HOOPER
Claire Hooper is an accomplished stand-up comedian, 
tv presenter (The Project, Good News Week), podcaster 
and columnist who has finally achieved something her 
childhood self would care about. Next up, she needs to 

buy a medieval castle and solve a Rubik's cube. Probably just write 
more story books. 

MIKEY ROBINS
Mikey Robins is one of Australia’s most well known come-
dians and broadcasters. He spent seven years as the host 
of Triple J’s National Breakfast Show before appearing as 
team leader on the smash hit TV series Good News Week. 

His latest release is Reprehensible: Polite Histories of Bad Behaviour, 
and has co-authored the books Three Beers and a Chinese Meal (with 
Helen Razor) and Big Man’s World (with Tony Squires and The Sand-
man).

JENNY VALENTISH
Jenny Valentish is an author and journalist. Her second 
non-fiction book, Everything Harder Than Everyone Else is 
an immersive look at why some people push their bodies 
to extremes. Jenny’s 2017 research-memoir, Woman of 

Substances, led to an appointment as a board director of SMART 
Recovery Australia and consultancy and ambassador roles in the drug 
and alcohol field. Her novel, Cherry Bomb, is set in the music industry.

TONY BIRCH
Tony Birch is the author of the bestselling The White Girl, 
winner of the 2020 NSW Premier’s Award for Indigenous 
Writing; Ghost River, winner of the 2016 Victorian Premier’s 
Literary Award for Indigenous Writing; and Blood, which 

was shortlisted for the Miles Franklin Award. In 2017 Tony was awarded 
the Patrick White Literary Award, and in 2021 will release a poetry 
book, Whisper Songs and a new short story collection, Dark As Last 
Night.

KATE FORSYTH
An internationally published poet, novelist and essayist, 
Kate’s novels for adults include The Blue Rose and Bitter 
Greens, which the 2015 American Library Association 
Award for Best Historical Fiction. Non-fiction books 

include Searching for Charlotte: The Fascinating Story of Australia’s 
First Children’s Author, and The Rebirth of Rapunzel. Kate is also an 
accredited master storyteller with the Australian Guild of Storytellers.

BOB BROWN
Arrested twice for obstructing chainsaws in the 
Tasmanian forests in December, Bob’s Founda-
tion is now appealing to the High Court to stop 
all native forests logging in Australia. His father 

was a Bellingen police sergeant. Bob’s motto is “Don’t Get 
Depressed, Get Active”.

RAMONA KOVAL
Ramona Koval is a Melbourne writer, journalist, 
broadcaster and editor. From 2006 to 2011 she 
presented Radio National’s Book Show, and she 
has written for the Age and the Australian. She 

is the author of By the Book: A Reader’s Guide to Life, and 
Bloodhound: Searching For My Father. Her latest book, A 
Letter to Layla: Travels to Our Deep Past and Near Future, 
was published in 2020. 

JULIAN BURNSIDE
Julian Burnside is Melbourne barrister, human 
rights and refugee advocate, and author. He is 
an outspoken opponent of the mistreatment of 
people who come to Australia seeking protec-

tion from persecution. His published books include From 
Nothing to Zero: Letters from Refugees in Australia's De-
tention Centres, and Watching Brief : Reflections on Human 
Rights, Law and Justice.

TEGAN BENNETT DAYLIGHT
Tegan Bennett Daylight is the author of three 
novels: Bombora, What Falls Away and Safety, as 
well as several books for children and teenagers. 
Her collection of short stories, Six Bedrooms, was 

shortlisted for the ALS Gold Medal, the Steele Rudd Award 
and the 2016 Stella Prize. Her book of essays, The Details, 
was published in 2020 – a book about the connections we 
form with literature and each other. 

CRAIG SILVEY
Craig Silvey is an author and screenwriter. His 
critically acclaimed debut novel, Rhubarb, 
was published in 2004. His bestselling second 
novel, Jasper Jones, was released in 2009 and 

is considered a modern Australian classic. His latest novel, 
Honeybee, was released to widespread acclaim, winning the 
2021 Indie Book Award for Fiction.

MIRANDI RIWOE
Mirandi Riwoe is the author of Stone Sky Gold 
Mountain, which won the Queensland Liter-
ary Award for Fiction and the inaugural ARA 
Historical Novel Prize. Her novella The Fish Girl 

won Seizure’s Viva la Novella V and was shortlisted for the 
Stella Prize.
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A TASTE OF CONVERSATION HIGHLIGHTS

OPENING ADDRESS / IN CONVERSATION: 
WILLIAM MCINNES

Gillian Mears Marquee, 5.45pm Friday + 8pm Saturday

IN CONVERSATION: MICHAEL ROBOTHAM
Pavilion Hall, 11am Saturday + 

Book Warehouse Marquee 5pm Sunday

IN CONVERSATION: KATE FORSYTH & JOHN MARSDEN
Book Warehouse Marquee, 1pm Saturday

IN CONVERSATION; BOB BROWN & JULIAN BURNSIDE
Book Warehouse Marquee, 8pm Saturday + 1.30pm Sunday

IN CONVERSATION: CRAIG SILVEY
Pavilion Hall, 6pm Saturday + Book Warehouse Marquee, 

3.30pm Sunday

IN CONVERSATION: RHODA ROBERTS
Pavilion Hall, 7.30pm Saturday

IN CONVERSATION: JESS HILL
Book Warehouse Marquee, 6.30pm Sunday

TICKET INFORMATION

Individual Ticket: $29.90 ($26.15 concession)
Three Ticket Pass: $80.75 ($70.65 concession)
Six Ticket Pass: $152.50 ($133.50 concession)

Due to social distancing measures, restricted venue capacity  
is in place at time of printing. Please check our website for any  
changes. Children under 10 must be accompanied by an adult. 

Proof of concession must be presented at entry to event.

TICKETS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT:
www.bellingenwritersfestival.com.au/tickets
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M
O

RN
IN

G
 W

O
RD

S: K
ick-start each m

orning w
ith  

several special guests for coffee and conversation
TH

E 99th K
O

A
LA

: Join arborist K
ailas W

ild in  
conversation w

ith Erna W
alraven as he talks about his 

1500km
 drive to bushfire decim

ated K
angaroo Island.

10am
 – 11am

In Conversation | JU
LIA

N
 BU

RN
SID

E: Join D
eputy M

ayor 
Jenni Fenton as she sits dow

n w
ith one of A

ustralia’s 
m

ost renow
ned hum

an rights advocates, barrister, and  
cam

paigner for clim
ate sustainability.

BOOK W
AREHOUSE M

arquee

BOOK W
AREHOUSE M

arquee

8.45am
 – 9.30am

8.30am
 – 9am

9am
 – 10am

9am
 - 10am

11.30am
 –12.30pm

In Conversation | JO
H

N
 M

A
RSD

EN
 &

 K
ATE FO

RSYTH
 

These tw
o renow

ned authors are appearing together for 
the very first tim

e in a conversation that is sure to be a 
festival highlight.

1pm
 – 2pm

In Conversation | CLA
IRE H

O
O

PER &
 PA

U
L M

CD
ERM

O
TT 

Join them
 for a show

case of their latest adventures  
in storytelling, and to discuss life across stage, screen,  
and the page.

In Conversation | G
ISELA

 K
A

PLA
N

 &
 ERN

A
 W

A
LRAVEN

 
A

 rem
arkable m

eeting of experts in anim
al behaviour and 

conservation to discuss the insights and challenges facing 
our w

ildlife.

4pm
 – 5.15pm

2.30pm
 – 3.45pm

In Conversation | A
LISO

N
 G

IBBS &
 JESS H

ILL
Join A

lison G
ibbs in conversation w

ith Jess H
ill to discuss 

Repentance.

8pm
 – 9pm

In Conversation | BO
B BRO

W
N

 &
 JU

LIA
N

 BU
RN

SID
E

  
In this festival highlight renow

ned journalist B
arrie C

assidy 
chairs w

hat is certain to be a rem
arkable conversation.

SATURDAYSUNDAY

GILLIAN M
EARS M

arquee

GILLIAN M
EARS M

arquee

PAVILION H
all

PAVILION H
all

Th
e EM

PORIUM

10.30am
 – 11.30am

9.30am
 – 10.30am

TH
E PO

W
ER, TH

E PO
EM

: Ellen van N
eerven, Tony 

B
irch and Jason John share their w

ords and insights into 
poetry - w

here it begins &
 ends.

In Conversation | FAVEL PA
RRETT &

 RO
H

A
N

 W
ILSO

N
Tw

o of A
ustralia’s m

ost innovative and celebrated 
novelists sit dow

n to share their insights on w
riting and 

contem
porary literature.

12.15pm
 – 1.15pm

SU
RVIVIN

G
 N

EW
 EN

G
LA

N
D

: C
allum

 C
layton-D

ixon 
discusses the resistance and resilience of the A

naiw
an 

people in his prize-w
inning account of dispossession 

and survival across the N
ew

 England Tableland.

1.45pm
 – 2.45pm

TH
E W

O
RLD

 BEYO
N

D
 TH

E W
O

RLD
: B P M

arshall, 
A

lex Landragin, A
lison C

roggon &
 N

ike Sulw
ay w

rite 
from

 different points of the speculative-fiction com
pass, 

so bring your popcorn – this is going to be a w
ild ride…

3.15pm
 – 4.15pm

In Conversation | RA
M

O
N

A
 K

O
VA

L
Ram

ona sits dow
n w

ith B P M
arshall to talk about her 

w
riting life &

 latest release, ‘Letters to Layla’. A
 piercing, 

thoughtful conversation about the not-so-distant future.

4.45pm
 – 5.45pm

6.15 - 7.30pm

N
O

 G
REATER CH

A
LLEN

G
E: Join Paddy M

anning 
&

 Jonica N
ew

by for a vital conversation about the 
personal toll of clim

ate change.

SPECIA
L EVEN

T TO
 BE REVEA

LED
5.45pm

 – 7.15pm
SH

O
RTCU

TS 1: Four authors take the stage to share 
their stories. Th

is session: Jenny Valentish, M
ichael  

Robotham
, Favel Parrett, M

oham
m

ed M
assoud M

orsi 

8pm
 – 9pm

In Conversation | W
ILLIA

M
 M

CIN
N

ES: A
 celebrated 

colum
nist, author &

 perform
er on stage and screen. 

C
laire H

ooper leads a festival highlight conversation.

11am
 – 12pm

In Conversation | M
ICH

A
EL RO

BO
TH

A
M

Bestselling author M
ichael Robotham

 joins us to discuss 
his life in crim

e. Joined by A
dam

 N
orris to discuss the 

best w
ays to hide a body... 

1pm
 – 2.30pm

A
LM

O
ST A

 M
IRRO

R: C
atch renow

ned troubadour  
M

ichael Sim
ic, w

ith special guest Paul M
cD

erm
ott, as he 

joins Kirsten Krauth in bringing the post-punk w
orld of 

her 2020 second novel to life.

3pm
 – 4pm

FREED
O

M
, O

TH
ER, LIFE: A

 pow
erful conversation 

stretching from
 the G

aza Strip to Q
ueensland w

ith  
M

irandi Riw
oe and M

oham
m

ed M
assoud M

orsi.

4.30pm
 – 5.30pm

TH
E TRU

TH
: Life, W

ords, and the Things In Betw
een 

M
em

ory, history, deep research and personal experience; 
the tools of truth are discussed by Jess H

ill, A
lison C

rog-
gon and Tegan Bennett D

aylight.

6pm
 – 7pm

In Conversation | CRA
IG

 SILVEY
The bestselling author’s latest novel, H

oneybee, w
as  

w
inner of the 2021 Indie Book A

w
ard for Fiction. Join 

him
 in conversation w

ith A
dam

 N
orris.

7.30pm
 – 8.45pm

In Conversation | RH
O

D
A

 RO
BERTS

Rhoda Roberts sits dow
n w

ith Tony Birch to talk about 
her life cham

pioning Indigenous creativity and culture.

M
O

RN
IN

G
 W

O
RD

S | K
ick-start each m

orning w
ith  

several special guests for coffee and conversation.
FICTIO

N
, H

ISTO
RY, A

N
D

 TH
E STU

FF O
F STO

RIES
Join M

irandi Riw
oe and Rohan W

ilson for a rem
ark-

able foray into the w
orld that w

as, and the w
orld that 

is today. M
oderated by C

ourtney C
ollins.

9.15am
 – 10.15am

In Conversation | JEN
N

Y VA
LEN

TISH
Journalist Jenny Valentish has covered a lot of ground. 
To celebrate her latest release she is joined by M

alcolm
 

K
nox to discuss pushing boundaries...

10.30am
 – 11.30am

In Conversation | JO
H

N
 M

A
RSD

EN
John M

arsden has w
on every aw

ard you can possibly w
in 

for young fiction and has been regularly ranked as one of 
A

ustralia’s favourite authors. A
 highlight not to be m

issed.

12pm
 – 1pm

PRIZES! PRO
SE! PA

N
D

EM
ICS!

Literary prize w
inners Jess H

ill, Favel Parrett and M
irandi 

Riw
oe, talk about their w

riting and reading lives.

1.30pm
 – 3pm

In Conversation | BO
B BRO

W
N

 &
 JU

LIA
N

 BU
RN

SID
E

Both recognised as A
ustralian Living Treasures, renow

ned 
journalist Paddy M

anning chairs w
hat is certain to be a 

rem
arkable conversation w

ith Brow
n and Burnside.

3.30pm
 – 4.30pm

In Conversation | CRA
IG

 SILVEY
Join bestselling author C

raig Silvey in conversation w
ith 

Jenny Valentish as they discuss his latest aw
ard w

inning 
novel, H

oneybee

5pm
 – 6pm

In Conversation | M
ICH

A
EL RO

BO
TH

A
M

In another festival highlight, bestselling author M
ichael 

Robotham
 joins us to discuss his life in crim

e. Joined by 
M

irandi Riw
oe to discuss the best w

ays to hide a body.

6.30pm
 – 7.30pm

In Conversation | JESS H
ILL

In this feature event, Jess H
ill sits dow

n w
ith fellow

 
journalist B

arrie C
assidy to talk about her 2020 Stella 

A
w

ard-w
inner See W

hat You M
ade M

e D
o.

8pm
 – 10pm

Join Paul M
cD

erm
ott, M

ikey Robins and Claire  
H

ooper and special guests for an event that you’ll 
kick yourself to m

iss. A
nd that’s the good new

s...

10.30am
 – 11.45am

9am
 – 10am

SH
O

RTCU
TS 3: Four different authors take the stage 

to share their stories. Th
is session: M

ikey Robins,
K

ate Forsyth, Jonica N
ew

by, A
lex Landragin

TH
E W

O
RLD

’S A
 STA

G
E | Rhoda Roberts, A

lison  
C

roggon and W
illiam

 M
cInnes on the thrill of the stage. 

12.30pm
 – 1.30pm

In Conversation | PA
U

L M
CD

ERM
O

TT  
&

 M
IK

EY RO
BIN

S: You’ll laugh, you’ll cry, it’ll change 
your life! Join these tw

o old friends for stories from
 the 

road, and discussion of their latest literary adventures.

2pm
 – 3pm

TH
E TO

W
N

, TH
E W

O
RLD

 | Join M
alcolm

 K
nox and 

A
lison G

ibbs for sm
all tow

ns on the edge of change.

3.30pm
 – 4.30pm

In Conversation | ELLEN
 VA

N
 N

EERVEN
Join us to hear a rem

arkable discussion on their latest 
release, Throat, and of the essential pow

er of reading 
and w

riting from
 aw

ard-w
inning Ellen van N

eerven.

5pm
 – 6pm

In Conversation | M
O

RRIS G
LEITZM

A
N

Since 1985, M
orris has inspired the im

agination of 
generations of young readers. Join us for an in-depth 
conversation about his life and legacy.

6.30pm
 – 7.30pm

SETTIN
G

 IN
 STO

N
E | Join M

irandi Riw
oe, A

lex 
Landragin and A

lison G
ibbs for a vivid conversation 

about im
agination, research, and the m

agic in betw
een.

10.30am
 – 11.30am

PIERCIN
G

 TH
E PA

G
E | W

hat does a w
riter actually w

ant 
from

 a reader? A
 conversation w

ith Ram
ona K

oval,
M

oham
m

ed M
assoud M

orsi and Tegan B
ennett D

aylight.

12pm
 – 1pm

TH
E LIG

H
T FA

N
TA

STIC | Join K
ate Forsyth, A

lex 
Landragin and A

lison C
roggon on a journey to  

other w
orlds.

1.30pm
 – 2.30pm

In Conversation | TO
N

Y BIRCH
W

herever his books appear, aw
ards and accolades are 

quick to follow
. Join Tony in conversation w

ith Ram
ona 

K
oval.

3pm
 – 4.15pm

A
LM

O
ST A

 M
IRRO

R | C
atch renow

ned troubadour  
M

ichael Sim
ic, w

ith special guest Paul M
cD

erm
ott, as he 

joins K
irsten K

rauth in bringing the post-punk w
orld of 

her 2020 second novel to life.

4.45pm
 – 5.45pm

In Conversation | M
A

LCO
LM

 K
N

O
X

M
alcolm

 K
nox sits dow

n w
ith B

arrie C
assidy to discuss 

truth, free speech, and today’s m
edia m

aelstrom
.

6.30pm
 – 7.30pm

U
N

EA
SY W

ITH
 TH

E FIT | Join Tony Birch, Tegan Bennett 
D

aylight, and Ellen van N
eerven us for w

hat is certain to 
be one hell of a story. M

oderated by N
ike Sulw

ay.

FR
ID
AY

SATU
RD

AY
6pm

 – 7.30pm

SU
N

D
AY

6pm
 - 7pm

SH
O

RTCU
TS 2: Five different authors take the stage to 

share their stories. Th
is session: Tony Birch, Ram

ona Koval,  
B P M

arshall, M
irandi Riw

oe and Rebecca Jessen. 

TH
E 99th K

O
A

LA
: Join arborist K

ailas W
ild in  

conversation w
ith Tim

 C
adm

an as he talks about his 
1500km

 drive to bushfire decim
ated K

angaroo Island.

G
M

 M
A

RQ
U

EE
5.45pm

 – 6.45pm
O

PEN
IN

G
 A

D
D

RESS | 
W

ILLIA
M

 M
CIN

N
ES

O
ne of A

ustralia’s favourite 
perform

ers and storytellers, 
W

illiam
 M

cInnes w
ill be 

delivering the inaugural 
O

pening A
ddress for the 

2021 festival.

BW
 M

A
RQ

U
EE

7.15pm
 – 10.15pm

PO
ETRY SLA

M

LIBRARY EVENTS
For details about our free library events, see our w

ebsite for m
ore details.  

Featuring presentations from
 select special guests, it’s your slice of the  

festival back in the heart of tow
n.
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